Arguing for the motion: yes, RAGE is a receptor for advanced glycation endproducts.
Advanced glycation endproducts (AGEs) are an heterogenous class of compounds formed by diverse stimuli, including hyperglycemia, oxidative stress, inflammation, renal failure, and innate aging. Recent evidence suggests that dietary sources of AGE may contribute to pathology. AGEs impart diverse effects in cells; evidence strongly suggests that crosslinking of proteins by AGEs may irrevocably alter basement membrane integrity and function. In addition, the ability of AGEs to bind to cells and activate signal transduction, thereby affecting broad properties in the cellular milieu, indicates that AGEs are not innocent bystanders in the diseases of AGEing. Here, we present evidence that receptor for AGE (RAGE) is a receptor for AGEs.